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X. 

CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE. 



1. — A Popular History of the United States. Vols. I. and II. By 
William Cullen Bbyant and Sidney Howabd Gay. New 
York : Charles Scribner's Sons. 1870-'78. 

These .are very handsome volumes. In typography, paper, 
binding, and especially in pictorial illustration, they are all that the 
public can desire. 

The style in which the work is got up, together with the title, 
" A Popular History," would lead one to suppose at first that it is 
no more than a compilation similar to many compends, of which 
the matter is borrowed from existing histories ; for example, that 
pictorial history of the United States which came about twenty- 
five years ago from the pen of the late Mr. S. G. Goodrich, who 
had gained respect and popularity under the nom de plume of 
Peter Parley. It would be a great mistake, however, to rank the 
present history with such popular publications. Mr. Bryant, in his 
preface to the first volume, informs us that " it is not the authors' 
design to treat their subject as is done in these compends. Unlike 
these, their work is not a compilation from histories already writ- 
ten, but in its narrative of events, and its representation of the 
state of the country at different epochs, it has derived its materials, 
through independent research, from original sources." And Mr. 
Gay, in his preface to the second volume, which has appeared two 
years after the first, repeats the assurance that " it was not meant, 
by the use of the term popular, to imply, as is so often the case, 
that this was to be a merely superficial work — a oompilation of 
other general histories. Its purpose is to commend it, by its meth- 
od, its treatment, the historical aspects to be presented, to the pop- 
ular reader — that large class in this country who seek repose and 
recreation in general literary culture, but with whom literature is 
not the business of life. But by no means is it intended to sacri- 
fice to that purpose either accuracy or comprehensiveness ; nor to 
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disregard the approbation of the few, who are learned in history, 
and whose judgment upon a work of this sort is the test of real 
value, in the attempt to write an entertaining narrative." We 
most willingly acknowledge that these promises have been fairly 
fulfilled. The narrative is entertaining and the style attractive. 
What share Mr. Bryant had in the writing of the history, we can 
only infer from the work and its prefaces. It would appear that 
he revised the proof-sheets, which, considering his long experience 
in such work, was no small advantage ; but there is no evidence 
that he actually wrote more than the preface to the whole history — 
an instructive essay on the abolition of slavery. This, however, 
with his general superintendence of the work, may justify the ap- 
pearance of his very attractive name on the title-pages and the 
backs of the volumes. Perhaps Mr. Bryant's collaborator depended 
a little too much on his trained critical eye, for, along with general 
excellence, the books present instances of carelessness which ought 
to be amended in a second edition. Mr. Gay will forgive us, 
even if he is not thankful to us, for noting a few errors in state- 
ment, mistakes in grammar, and obscurities in expression, which 
will show him the necessity of greater care in the production of 
the first reprint. The work is too valuable to remain dormant. 
Many a reissue will undoubtedly be demanded. 

At page 33, vol. i., line nine, it is said that, " early in 1623, 
Gorges for the first time got a special grant for himself from the 
company, of which he was so indefatigable a member." The date 
of Gorges's patent was August 10, 1622 (see Bancroft, vol. i., page 
328). At page 336, vol. i., line ten, we find, " In 1631, when the 
settlements in Laconia on the Piscataqua were eight years old, 
Mason and Gorges divided their grant," etc. This partition was 
made in 1629 (see Hildreth, vol. i., page 200). At page 490, vol. 
i., line, two, it is said that the whole number of assembled emi- 
grants, including servants and laborers, was nearly or not quite 
three hundred. The number should be two hundred (see Ban- 
croft, vol. L, page 245). So much for examples of error in state- 
ment ; are they the result of independent investigation ? For 
instances of mistakes in grammar the following will suffice. Vol. 
i., page 502, line four : " The chief of the surviving Virginians 
seem to have been held by the Maryland officers for trial ; the 
captured boat [seem] to have been carried to St. Mary's." Vol. 
i., page 431, line three : " No man or woman, son or daughter, 
man-servant or maid-servant, could leave a patroon's service during 
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the time they had agreed to remain; " reminding us of such speeches 
as this : " Every passenger must show their tickets as they go 
ashore ! " Obscurity or inelegance of expression occurs on page 
458, vol. i., at the top : " Even at the outposts of Fort Amsterdam 
men were wounded by the shots of the lurking savages, who might, 
had they known their own power, have exterminated the whites, 
who, in the universal terror, were almost incapable of resistance." 
On page 7 of Mr. Gay's preface, at the top : " We have received 
still further and constant aid from the latter gentleman, in help in 
the selection and arrangement of illustrations," etc. ; on page 2, 
vol. ii., line twenty-five : " The problem was simplified, for a time 
at least, to how these heathen could be most easily and most effect- 
ually killed ; " on page 10, vol. ii., second line from bottom: " Some 
of the Puritans held that, as certainly as they were the special care 
of Heaven, so, as unquestionably, the Indians were the children of 
the devil ; " and on page 575, vol. ii., line three : " On this plate 
he inscribed, he asserted the right of Queen Elizabeth and her suc- 
cessors to that kingdom," etc. But these cases of carelessness are 
enough for illustration. We have marked many more. Our al- 
lotted space, however, is exhausted, and we must conclude with the 
hope that, when the future volumes of this handsome work shall 
appear, no such strictures as we have now ventured on will be 
necessary. Let us add in a word the question, " Have the authors 
in the first volume, at pages 273, 275, 279, and 287, done justice to 
Captain John Smith ? " 

2. — The Problem of the Homeric Poems. By William D. Geddes, 
LL. D., Professor of Greek in the University of Aberdeen, Scot- 
land. London: Macmillan & Co. 1878. — Greek Literature. 
By R. C. Jbbb, M. A, Professor of Greek in the University of 
Glasgow, Scotland. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 1878. 
— Homer. By the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, Honorary 
Student of Christ Church, Oxford. D. Appleton & Co. 1878. 

It is not more than fifty years since the state of Greek literature 
in Scotland was such as to reflect no credit on the nation. Latin 
had always been the favorite study from the days of George 
Buchanan, who was tutor to King James VI., whose effigy adorns 
the title-page of Blackwood's Magazine, whose " History of Scot- 
land" rivals the Latinity of Livy, and whose poems, written in 
Latin, rank him as the first British poet of his age. The parochial 
schoolmasters were always respectable Latin scholars, and sent up 



